
Valley Forge  Elementar y—October  2014—Team Updates  

It's hard to believe we are already finished with our second month of first grade! October was one exciting 

month! 

In reading groups, the children have been working on creating images as they read. Readers who create 

images, visualize, and make connections better understand what they read.   

Our Science unit on the Solar System is in full swing. The children have enjoyed learning about the 

planets, stars, and sun. With each lesson, the children created a project that coincides with what they have 

learned. Our next stop is the moon. Be on the lookout for a souvenir from our trip!  

We finished our Social Studies unit on Maps and Communities. The students will now use these map skills 

as we "travel" to Japan. The children will learn about the geographical location of Japan as well as the 

culture of Japanese people.   

In addition to the lessons presented by teachers, Valley Forge also had "guest teachers" during 

October. We were visited by the Berwyn Fire Company early in the 

month! The firefighters came to our school to teach the children about fire 

safety. The children had the opportunity to see a fire truck and learn about the 

equipment on the truck. The teachers then continued the study of fire safety in 

the classroom. Each first grade student was able to pretend to be a firefighter 

with a paper-made firefighter hat! Our other "guest teachers" were farmers! We went on a fabulous field 

trip to Milky Way Farm. The children learned about many farm animals and how a dairy farm 

operates...we even saw a cow get milked by a robot. It was an awesome trip!  

While October consisted of many exciting lessons,  the most anticipated events were connected to the end 

of October. The Book Fair, Scary Gym, Halloween parade, and classroom parties all added to our fabulous 

month. The children had a fantastic time celebrating! Thanks for helping make our October spooktacular! 

  

First Grade: 

Kindergarten: 

October was a veeeerry busy month in the kindergarten classrooms. We had a visit from 

Mother Goose who provided us with an interactive lesson that combined Mother Goose 

rhymes with the alphabet. She is very entertaining and educational at the same time. The 

children could hardly contain their laughter throughout her program. Thank you to the 

Cultural Arts committee for providing us with that.  

We learned all about fire safety through our visit from the Berwyn Fire Company! We were reminded of 

how important it is for us to learn our address, remember to get out and stay out when there is a fire, and to 

have a meeting place outside once we are out of our houses. It was really fun to see all the cool tools on 

their truck!   

In language arts, we continued working on our letters and sight words. We began working on stretching 

and writing words. Science was exciting as we learned about different types of farms and about all the 

things we get from a farm. In math, we learned about patterns, ordinals, and numbers to 10. We had fun 

visiting the Book Fair and topped off the month with Scary Gym and our very fun Halloween parties! 



Third Grade: 

Second Grade: 
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October has been a busy month for VFE second graders! At the start of the month, they took the ERBs 

and the teachers were very proud of our students’ effort and focus. 

 

In Social Studies, students have been learning about dinosaurs and what the world was like 

during prehistoric times. In Science, students wrapped up their unit on balancing and 

weighing and are now switching over to our unit on sound. The science curriculum really 

allows our students to have hands-on activities and experiments that promote discovery 

learning through the science process. 

 

In Core, students have been working hard with both reading and writing. We have been practicing 

spelling patterns and decoding along with learning about each new reading theme’s reading skills. 

 

Second grade has also had many special events. Students loved attending the PTO-sponsored Book Fair 

and Scary Gym! Also, the Berwyn Fire Company came earlier in the month to talk to our students about 

fire prevention and safety. 

 

Second grade is looking forward to Halloween and all the great learning opportunities November will 

provide! 

Visiting Mill Grove Audubon, home of naturalist and artist, John James Audubon was the highlight event 

this month. Our partnership with Audubon began over ten years ago and is as vibrant today as 

it was when we first started. Over two days, our classes met with Audubon educators. They 

taught us about the owls who live at Mill Grove, how to use binoculars, and guided us on a hike 

around the property. In addition, students opened and examined the contents of owl pellets 

from our friends, Oden and Sammy. The Third Grade class raises money for Mill Grove 

Audubon each year at our annual bird painting art show. Students got a preview of the room where their 

art will be displayed when they worked on drawings of feathers there. Thank you to all parents who met 

us at Audubon and volunteered as chaperones. 

 

We completed all tests on our minerals in Science Lab and are looking forward to sharing our rock 

collections on Friday, November 7. At this point, students should have collected a total of 12 rocks and/

or minerals and placed them in a 12 spaced egg carton. Check with your child’s teacher if you need the 

directions again for explanation of tests to be completed for the project.  

 

Before the end of the month, all third graders will be introduced to our Native Americans unit. Each class 

will  become specialists on a tribe and learn about how the environment influenced their way of life.   

 

Third graders showed off their superhero powers as they showed good citizenship by walking to school 

on October 16. More than half of our students accepted the challenge and walked to school! Thank you 

parents for making that happen.   
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October has come and gone in a flash and we accomplished many things during this month.  

The hallways are filled with so many fall themed writing assignments, falling leaves, and 

flying bats. You can tell that we were gearing up for our big Halloween Parade. In science, we 

saw the first-hand effects of what agricultural runoff, acid rain, and road salt can physically 

do to an ecosystem. In Social Studies, we are currently learning about the early French, Dutch, English, 

and Spanish colonies that came to North America for more freedoms or to find the streets paved in gold.  

 

We want to say thank you to all the parent volunteers who helped make the Book Fair a smashing success 

for all the students and staff. Another huge thank you goes out to all the volunteers who helped make the 

Scary Gym an outstanding time for all the students. I would also like to thank Mrs. Moreno for 

coordinating the wonderful field to the Camden Aquarium. We had a great time and learned some new 

interesting facts. We ended the month with our traditional Halloween Parade and individual class parties. 

We would like to say thank you again to all the homeroom parents for making the individual classroom 

parties a great success.   



Page 4 

Art 

Kindergarten students have learned that if you look with “art eyes”- art is everywhere. We 

made fantastic art glasses and sketches of our eyes after careful observation. Now we’re 

always on the lookout for art! 
 

First grade artists are working on a unit about the sun. We made beautiful paintings of 

suns using shapes and warm colors. We also made clay suns which are about to be 

glazed. We looked at how the image of the sun is used around the world in art.  
 

Second grade artists are learning about art through time. We are in the process of glazing our amazing clay 

dinosaurs. In our next project, we made a connection to the artist Henri Matisse in our dinosaurs paper 

collage. He was called a “wild beast” for his bold colors and free-form shapes. We also made studies of 

dinosaur bones with white paint on black paper.   
 

Third grade classes have learned about the amazing career of Leonardo da Vinci. We are working on own 

version of the famous Mona Lisa. After studying his painting, we made several drawings of our ideas in our 

sketchbooks for the design of a "Modern Mona". We then took our favorite sketch and enlarged it on good 

paper.   
 

Fourth grade artists are working on self-portraits. We learned about proportion and how to measure using 

estimates. After sketching on paper, some of the classes transferred the drawings to a Styrofoam plate to 

make prints using different colors of ink. They experimented with color-mixing and inking techniques. 

Other classes drew their faces with a continuous line of white glue on black paper. After drying, they used 

pastels, mixing and blending to add color. 

Special & Support Area Updates  


